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IRANIAN GEOGRAPHY
FIRUZABAD

By: Prof. Dietrich Huff

Town and district (s) in Fars (q.v.), about 110 km south of Shiraz. The town has an altitude of ca. 1,300 m and
geographical coordinates 28° 50° N, 52° E (Gazetteer of Iran 111, pp. 256-58, 292). The plain is 10 to 20 km wide and is
abundantly watered by springs and the perennial Firtizabad river, the ancient Khonayfeqan or Boraza (Ebn al-Balkhi, pp.
134, 151; tr., pp. 39, 44). 1t is categorized by medieval geographers as belonging to the sardsir (the cool climate) but on
the border of the garmsir (warm climate), hence regarded as especially agreeable. The main agricultural produce consists
of grain, fruit, and vegetables. The partly wooded mountains are used for pasture. Until 1963, Qasqa'i chiefs had their
residence there with large traditional gardens, but it was later destroyed. There is a ruined gal ‘@ and a palace for the

governor in the modern town, which lies 3 km east of the ancient city.

The name Firizabad was bestowed by "Azod-al-Dawla (q.v.) in the 10th century, replacing the former names of Gor
(JOr) and Ardasir-Khorra (q.v.). The rich literary tradition about the place pays special attention to the period of the
downfall of the Arsacids and the emergence of the Sasanian empire in the early 3rd century C.E. The foundation of the
city is ascribed to Ardasir I (q.v.) in nearly all sources, including, inter alia, the Kar-ndmag (Noldeke, 1879, pp. 47-48),
S Eransahr (Markwart, Provincial Capitals, p.19), Hodiid al-"dlam (tr. Minorsky, p. 127), Tabari (I, p. 820; Néldeke,
Geschichte der Perser, pp. 11 ff.), Estakhri (pp. 123-24), Ebn Hawqal (pp. 278-79; tr. Kramers and Wiet, pp. 274-75),
Ebn al-Balkhi (tr., pp. 43-46), and Yaqut (pp. 174-76). The attribution of its foundation to Pér6z by Hamd-Allah
Mostawfl (Nozhat al-qoliib, tr. Le Strange, p. 116) is obviously an arbitrary deduction from its later name. Although
several chronicles give the impression that the town was founded after Ardasir's victory over Ardavan, archeological and
architectural-historical evidence prove conclusively the general correctness of Tabari's report, which dates it before the
decisive battle and during Ardasir's struggle for supremacy. The Kar-ndmag, usually somewhat legendary, gives a short
and seemingly realistic enumeration of Ardasir's activities concerning the place, among them the construction of water
canals and a water tunnel cut through a mountain. Although embellished with legends later on, especially in Ebn al-
Balkhi's extensive report, these activities were essentially confirmed by archaeological observations. Information about
the city itself and its plan are correct in general, and despite some confusion in the description of the main buildings they
provide important detailed knowledge. The reference by Estakhri (p. 118) and Mas"Gd1 (Morj 11, p. 541) to a fire temple
at a pond at Gor gave rise to the incorrect interpretation of the great palace of Ardasir in the plain as a fire temple
(ataskada; q.v.).

The plain of Firtizdbad has been inhabited since prehistoric times, with a major Chalcolithic site, Tall-e Rigi, in the south
(Stein, pp. 127ff.). Surrounded by precipitous mountains with few and easily defensible access roads, it was chosen by
Ardasir-e Babakan as the key stronghold in his revolt against the last Parthian King. His building activities have made
the area a unique monument of early Sasanian architectural planning. His founding of a city here, which he called
Ardasir Khtiarra (Glory of Ardasir) was a major violation of Parthian royal prerogatives and appears to have finally
brought about his showdown with Ardavan in 224 C.E. (Noldeke, Geschichte der Perser, pp. 5 ff.).

The plan of the old city was a perfect circle of 1,950 m diameter (above plate), divided into twenty sectors by a precise
geometric system of twenty radial and several concentric streets. It was surrounded by a main wall of stamped clay, a
ditch 35 m wide, and a fore-wall. Inside the town an inner wall set off the circular city center, which was probably the
site for official buildings. The structures here and in the surrounding residential sectors must have been of mud brick,
with two exceptions: The stone-mortar-masonry constructions of Takht-e Nesin and the Terbal. The Takht-e Nesin or
Gonbad-e Kirman/German, which was erroneously understood as a ¢k (q.v.) with open sides since its publication by
Flandin and Coste (I, pls. 36-37; V, pp. 37-38), is actually the ruin of a cubical free-stone building with four rooms or
ayvans (q.v.) protruding from its four sides, the central room covered by a brick dome of 14 m in diameter (Huff, 1972) .
It was probably Ardasir's fire temple, mentioned in the Kar-namag (Noldeke, 1879, p. 48) and other sources. Some small
Achaemenid-type column shafts nearby, often used as evidence for ascribing an Achaemenid date for the building, differ
from each other and were certainly brought here for a secondary use. The tower-like Terbal stands at the very center of
the city. It is not clear whether the more ancient names of Ayvan Vekiakhorra (Estakhri, p. 124) or iran Garda (Ebn al-
Balkhi, p. 138; tr., p. 45) mentioned by medieval authors refer to this tower or to the Takht-e Nesin, as both buildings are
confused and described as one in the medieval sources. The Terbal is a pier of rough stone masonry 9 m square and more
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than 30 m high. It was the core of a stair-tower; with the width of the destroyed stairs and outer walls added, it must have
been about 20 m long on a side. It was thought to have had a winding external stairway and to have been a descendant of
the ziggurat, until Ernst Herzfeld recognized its true nature (Herzfeld, p. 255; Huff, 1969/70). It might have been part of
a palace or government building and probably symbolized the divine and centralist kingship propagated by Ardasir's new
state ideology. This need not have excluded practical use. The tower provided visual contact with the fortifications above
the main access road to the plain in the gorge of Tang-ab, and, beside this military function, it must have been
indispensable for surveying activities when the planning scheme of the town and plain was laid out. This scheme
continues the concentric and radiant pattern of the town, at first up to an enclosure wall, forming a twenty-cornered
polygon of nearly 8 km in diameter. Beyond this, the radials, consisting of traces of canals, paths, walls, and field
borders continue up to 10 km distance from the central tower. The two perpendicular main axes of the scheme,
determined by the axes of the tower and the four main gates, which are marked by four wide breaches in the city wall,
lead to ruined constructions, which obviously belong to Ardasir's building program: a mud-brick ruin with a round moat
and Sasanian surface pottery 9.5 km southeast of the city center was probably a fort, guarding the eastern entrance to the
plain. Some 4.5 km northwest are traces of a garden designed with a circular pool and a building on a hill, also with
Sasanian pottery. An arrangement of walls on a mountain plateau 6 km northeast could indicate a cemetery. About 10
km southwest, at the outlet of the river from the plain, are the remains of water conduits and of a single arched aqueduct.
In an arid neighboring valley, beyond a mountain ridge, a wall, most probably of an aqueduct, runs exactly north-south
in line with the tower beyond the ridge. The aqueduct was fed from springs in the eastern Firizabad plain by a rock
canal, penetrating the ridge by a rock tunnel (Huff, 1974, pp. 159-60, fig. 1). This is probably the actual background for
the ancient and medieval reports about Ardasir's cutting through a mountain (N6ldeke, 1879, p. 48; Ebn Hawgqal, p. 279;
Ebn al-Balkhi, pp. 137-38, tr., pp. 44-45.).

Qal’a-ye Dokhtar, obviously Ardasir's first residence, built at the same time as the round city, is a palace of royal
dimensions in an extensive fortification on top of a mountain plateau in a bend of the Tang-ab which dominates the main
access to the plain. The main palace rooms were arranged in a round donjon, standing in the main fortification line as
another architectural symbol. The nearly inaccessible site, clearly chosen for its strategic qualities, coupled with cracks,
which may have appeared before the building was finished and were due to the innovative type of vaulting, obviously
led to the early abandonment of this castle and to the construction of the larger palace at a spring lake near the outlet of
the gorge, erroneously called Ataskada today. The structurally less ambitious and more solid building clearly proves this
palace to be the later one; the lack of fortifications and its considerably more monumental layout indicates that it was
built when Ardasir had established his supremacy and military considerations were no longer necessary. Both palaces
show the same architectural program although in differing arrangements: ayvan and square domed halls, 14 m wide, as
royal audience halls; barrel-vaulted rectangular halls around a courtyard, probably for purposes of royal court-life;
upstairs rooms as private living areas (Huff, 1972; idem, 1994). The Tang-ab gorge, blocked by a defensive wall north of
Qal’a-ye Dokhtar, contains the two rock reliefs of Ardasir and the ruins of a bridge attributed to the Sth-century official
Mehr-Narseh by a Pahlavi inscription. Another early Sasanian bridge, rebuilt later, crossed the river immediately east of
the round city. The date of an intervening third bridge is uncertain. A number of smaller fortifications, like Tall-e Khezr,
Tall-e Naqqgara-khana, and Qalat-e Hasanabad, show traces of Sasanian occupation, but some of them may be older
(Huff, 1974). The piers of a ch near Dawlatabad may indicate a fire temple of Sasanian or early Islamic date (Vanden
Berghe, p. 166).

Although remaining a famous town and district into early Islamic times, Ardasir's residence had already lost its rank as
the Sasanian capital when his son Sapir built his residence of Bi$apir (q.v.) 300 km to the west. Late Sasanian coins
from Qal’a-ye Dokhtar prove its importance as one of the last strongholds against the Arab invaders (Huff, 1978, p. 140).
Firizabad was favored by the Buyids (q.v.), who may have carried out construction work at the great palace. Medieval
chronicles compare the town with the three most beautiful places of the Islamic world (Schwarz, Iran, pp. 57-58.) and
especially praise its roses, rose-water, and other essences. However, there are few noteworthy Islamic monuments. The
mountain fortress of Qal a-ye Sohrab (Sahara in Ebn al-Balkhi, p. 158; tr., p. 75) was built by the Masdi tribe of the
Sabankara in the 11th century. The small castle of Naqqara-khana or Qal a-ye Pesar in the Tang-ab gorge north of Qal a-
ye Dokhtar, and the traces of the eight-cornered, star-shaped Tell-e Qal a in the eastern exit of the plain, have early
Islamic pottery. The important ruin of Emamzada Sayyed Dawid at Kherkha seems to belong to the 12th-13th century;
the abandoned but well preserved emdmzdda near Dawlatabad to the Safavid period. There are a number of high quality
tomb-stones in the round city and in the plain, and a boulder with two Kufic inscriptions between the two reliefs in the
Tang-ab riverbed. Surface pottery finds suggest that the round city was abandoned after the 14th century C.E. The
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modern town has grown up at the outskirts of the Sasanian enclosure wall on the plain. There is an 18-19th century gate
to the governor's palace-garden, exactly at the eastern corner of the twenty-sided polygon of the Sasanian master plan.
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