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Cyrus Charter of Human Rights Cylinder
First Charter of Human Rights

« The charter of Cyrus the Great, a baked-clay Arlanguage (Old Persian)
cuneiform cylinder, was discovered in 1878 in exaten of the site of Babylon. In it,
Cyrus the Great described his human treatmenteofrthabitants of Babylonia after
its conquest by the Iranians.

The document has been hailed as the first chaftbuman rights, and in 1971 the
United Nations was published translation of it lintlae official U.N. languages. "May
Ahura Mazda protect this land, this nation, fromaar, from foes, from falsehood,
and from drought”. Selected from the book "The detand".

Cyrus The Great

Cyrus (580-529 BC) was the first Achaemenid
Emperor. He founded Persia by uniting the ‘i.
original Iranian Tribes- the Medes and the Persians
Although he was known to be a great conqueror, whHo ==
at one point controlled one of the greatest Empires
ever seen, he is best remembered for
unprecedented tolerance and magnanimous attitug
towards those he defeated.

Upon his victory over the Medes, he founded
government for his new kingdom, incorporating bot
Median and Persian nobles as civilian officialseTh
conquest of Asia Minor completed, he led his armies
to the eastern frontiers. Hyrcania and Parthia we
already part of the Median Kingdom. Further east, =t
conquered Drangiana, Arachosia, Margiana and Badifter crossing the Oxus, he
reached the Jaxartes, where he built fortified ®with the object of defending the
farthest frontier of his kingdom against nomadids of Central Asia.

The victories to the east led him again to the vaest sounded the hour for attack on
Babylon and Egypt. When he conquered Babylon, Hdesdito cheers from the Jewish
Community, who welcomed him as a liberator- hevadld the Jews to return to the
promised Land. He showed great forbearance anécespvards the religious beliefs
and cultural traditions of other races. These tjealiearned him the respect and
homage of all the people over whom he ruled

After victory over Babylonia, Cyrus The Great prsel himself not as a conqueror,
but a liberator and the legitimate successor tactben. He took the title of "King of
Babylon and King of the Land". Cyrus had no thoughforcing conquered people
into a single mould, and had the wisdom to leavehanged the institution of each
kingdom he attached to the Persian Crown. In 537hB@llowed more than 40,000
Jews to leave Babylon and return to Palestine.

He also declared the first Charter of Human Ridtitewn to mankind, which is
written on a clay cylinder:
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"I am Cyrus, king of the world, great king, mightiyng, king of Babylon, king of the
land of Sumer and Akkad, king of the four quartaxsn of Cambyses, great king,
king of Anshan, grandson of Cyrus, great king, kioig Anshan, descendant of
Teispes, great king, king of Anshan, progeny ofuaending royal line, whose rule
Bel and Nabu cherish, whose kingship they desir¢hiair hearts' pleasures

When |, well-disposed, entered Babylon, | establisthe seat of government in the
royal palace amidst jubilation and rejoicing. Matdthe great God, caused the big-
hearted inhabitants of Babylon to...me. | souglityda worship him. My numerous
troops moved about undisturbed in the midst of Baby

| did not allow any to terrorize the land of Suraed Akkad. | kept in view the needs
of Babylon and all its sanctuaries to promote theell-being. The citizens of
Babylon... | lifted their unbecoming yoke. Theitagiidated dwellings | restored. | put
an end to their misfortunes.

At my deeds Marduk, the great Lord, rejoiced, aadnte, Cyrus, the king who
worshipped, and to Cambyses, my son, the offsmimgy loins, and to all my troops,
he graciously gave his blessing, and in good spist before him
we/glorified/exceedingly his high divinity.

All the kings who sat in the throne rooms, througththe four quarters, from the
Upper to the Lower Sea, those who dwelt in ..tk kings of the West Country who
dwelt in tents, brought me their heavy tribute &s$ed my feet in Babylon. From ...
to the cities of Ashur and Susa, Agade, Eshnureacities of Zamban, Meurnu, Der,
as far as the region of the land of Gutium, theyloilies beyond the Tigris whose
sanctuaries had been in ruins over a long peredGods whose abode is in the midst
of them. | returned to the places and housed thertasting abodes. | gathered
together all their inhabitants and restored to thiear dwellings. The Gods of Sumer
and Akkad whom Nabonidus had, to the anger of trel lof the Gods, brought into
Babylon, | at the bidding of Marduk, the great Landde to dwell in peace in their
habitations, delightful abodes.

May all the gods whom | have placed within theinctaaries address a daily prayer
in my favour before Bel and Nabu, that my days rwg, and may they say to
Marduk my Lord, May Cyrus the King who reveres theed Cambyses his son ..."

Language: Akkadian
Medium: clay cylinder

o 23 cm long
Size: 11 cm wide

) 40+ lines of writing

Length: (although broken)
Genre:
Date: 538BCE
Cyrus's reign: 557-529BCE

Place of Discovery Nineveh, Iraq
Date of Discovery: 1879
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Discoverer: Hormuzd Rassam

Current Location: |British Museum

Inventory number:

BM WAA 90920
(BM = British Museum;
WAA = Western Asiastic Antiquities)

 alie

VYAY ¢ e LA o5t V)il ol g B o e s -

GR9%s 5otk 5 L)l sl Gl Jlael ST e Gazg 5 Bdema gllae -Y
VWAY ) s

iy de2 5 oSy Sl Lashl it cmne deote oz tedlal LT 51 ol nl selajecrands o5 Y
VYOS

WYY RGIs oaimgsy Sl Lasil ol gis siinlinn g5 jouiaiotl ) golil &bt (golpe -F
www.farsinet.com colu 3l 43,3, wdSil oo

Silw oolol Caws yo b azulis Ko
POk yoeo SOlig 5o

Slrl e ol &b -)
! bl =Y
‘SM))L; C’Lﬁ\)' é’)u )\) Sy —‘~

Yo

www.mehremihan.persianbloq.ir




