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History, Narrative and Language

Amir Ali Nojoumian, Ph.D.
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Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University

Abstract

History is shaped upon real events of life and historiographers through witnessing or
having access to eyewitnesses’ accounts on these events attempt to describe and
analyze them. Of course, these descriptions and analyses play an important role in the
cultural understanding of a nation. The main argument of this article is that these
descriptions and analyses eventually take the form of some “texts” (verbal or other
forms). In other words, the outcome of them changes or reduces to a system of language
(text) - and particularly verbal text. Therefore, historical documents and texts are bound
by the potentials and limitations of language. The questions of this article are as
follows: Is historiography made possible merely through linguistic representation? What
are the linguistic limitations of historical texts? To what extent can historical texts be
objective? Can we consider the nature of history as textual? Is there any substantial
distinction between historiography and narrating stories?

Keywords: Philosophy of history, narrative, text, language, literature, objectivity, representation,
New Historicism, Greenblatt, Foucault.
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